[Tumor heterogeneity and the mechanisms of natural resistance in the metastatic process].
Data from literature concerning differences in cell populations between the primary and metastatic tumours are generalized. Their properties are considered as dependent on heterogeneity of the cell composition, karyotype, cell surface peculiarities and oncogene expression. The problem of the dependence of the ability of tumours to metastasize on their interaction with macrophages and natural killer cells is under discussion.